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“A Simple Christmas Photo” 
by 

David Swanson 
 
 
 

What The trappings of Christmas is that everything can be justified as a “good thing”. 
Food with family. Decorations. Fun activities. But everything piled together can 
often push out the true reason we celebrate the Christmas season. 
Themes: Focus, Jesus, Birth, Christmas Eve Service 

 
Who Photographer 

Client 
Denny 
Mary 

Joseph 
2-3 Wise Men 
2 Shepherds 
Ironman (optional)  

 

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

See prop list at the end of the script. 

 
Why Colossians 3:2; Luke 2 
 
How Don't be afraid of this prop heavy script! It could feel like a big undertaking, but 

the payoff is worth it! Be sure to practice with all props. Have everything pre-set 
and ready to go so that there is very little downtime. After the sketch is over, it's 
perfectly set for the pastor or speaker to give a message on distractions from 
the message of Jesus' birth.  
 
This script was originally written and performed for a Christmas Eve service.  

 
Time Approximately 8-10 minutes 
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Lights come up slowly with lots of blue. Mary and Joseph kneel in the middle of the 
stage with no backdrop. Mary has her head tilted to one side as if admiring baby 
Jesus. Joseph stares at his hands in his lap as if praying or offering service to Jesus. 

Lights transition to white casual lighting. Mary turns her head, she is talking on a cell 
phone. Joseph continues to stare at his hands, though we now realize he’s texting. 

Mary: (On the phone) Yeah, I gotta go. I’m doing this photo shoot. That’s a 
good idea though, we should go caroling. Okay later. (Hangs up.) 

A Photographer walks on when the light changes. She sets up with her back to the 
audience, her camera facing Mary and Joseph. The Client stands by nervously stage 
right. Denny, the assistant photographer, takes some readings on a light meter. 

Photog:  Okay, I think we’re about ready. 

Joseph: (Puts his phone away) Um…question. 

Photog: Yes? 

Joseph: Shouldn’t I have a coat of many colors?  

Photog: Wrong Joseph. You are New Testament Joseph. 

Joseph: Oh. Right. 

Client: (Approaching Photographer) Thank you very much for doing this 
shoot. It’ll mean so much to our church. 

Photog:  Don’t worry about a thing. Your Christmas card will be the talk of the 
town. 

Client: Fantastic. 

Photog:  So walk me through what you were thinking for this shoot. 

Client: Like I said, it’s a Christmas card…um…so, like Christmas. 

Photog:  Christmas. On a Christmas card. (Pause) Well, we’re on the same page. 

Client: Yep. Keep it simple. Just nice, simple Christmas. 

Photog:  Let’s see what we can do. Denny, give me a light reading. (She fires off a 
few shots.) 

Denny:  Looks like f/8 at 1/60, boss. 

Photog:  Alright. (Sets camera) Joseph. Mary. Here we go. (Improvise four or five 
snaps) Good. Mary, look at baby Jesus. Yes. Hold him close. Good. 
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Joseph, reach out and help with baby Jesus. Support him. Not too close. 
Just, yes, like that. Good.  

The pose is setting up a later joke about the loaf of bread. Photographer stops. 

 You know, I’m not sure about this. 

Client: Why, what’s wrong? 

Photog:  I don’t know. It’s just- (thinks) 

Denny:  It’s missing something, isn’t it boss? 

Photog:  Yeah. You know as photographers we’re trying to tell a story. We paint 
with light and composition and…good grief. I don’t know. What’s the 
story we’re telling here? It looks like… 

Denny:  …two homeless people fighting over a loaf of bread? (Mary and Joseph 
break character and give Denny an annoyed look.) 

Client: Goodness! 

Photog:  Not too Christmassy. 

Client: Can we fix it? 

Photog:  Denny, find me a crèche? Any crèche will do. I mean, we’re recreating 
the nativity, right? There needs to be some backdrop here. 

Denny brings a crèche in behind Mary and Joseph. 

Photog:  Much better. Much better. (Takes a few more pictures). 

Denny:  Shouldn’t there be animals? They did stay out in the barn, after all. 

Photog:  That’s exactly what I was thinking. Let’s get real here. Denny, we need 
animals. 

Client: Where is he going to get animals on such a short- oh wow. (Denny 
brings out several sheep. Probably prop boards, although kids in 
costumes would be nice too) 

Photog:  Okay, good. (Pause) Although… 

Client: I think it looks great. 

Photog:  It still lacks some context. Right? This isn’t really Christmas.  

Client: Of course it is. What do you mean? 
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Photog:  Well, where are the wise men? We need some wise men. 

Client: I don’t think- 

Photog:  Denny!  

Denny:  On it. 

Client: Why do we need wise men? It’s not like they were there that night. They 
came much later- 

Wise Men appear. 

Photog:  Fine. Then we’ll put them off to the side. (To Wise Men) Actually, guys 
line up here. Crowd in a little closer. 

Client: Is that better?  

Photog:  Slightly.  

Client: What’s wrong?  

Photog:  Not sure. 

Denny:  I know. It’s not winter. We need snow. 

Photog:  Exactly. Denny, you read my mind. 

Client: Snow? It was probably March in Israel. 

A little more than 2 pages have been omitted from this script preview. To 
read the rest of this script and perform it, download the full version at 

SkitGuys.com! 

 

ENDING: 

Client: No! We don’t need all this stuff. 

Photog:  I need some pizzazz! How’ about some party lights? 

SFX: onstage lights start flashing annoyingly, while Photographer takes photos.  

 Joseph, Mary. Move over just a bit. (They do) And where are my tunes? 

SFX: The end of Transiberian Orchestras Christmas Eve in Sarajevo plays in time with 
the lights. 
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 Yes! Denny, what else you got? 

Denny turns to the audience and claps twice.  

VIDEO: On the video screen- a house with flashing Christmas lights adds to the 
cacophony onstage.  

Denny:  Now this is a celebration! 

Client: This is an outrage! 

Photog:  THIS is Christmas! 

Joseph, Mary, along with Jesus have been pushed out of the picture entirely. They 
stand off to the side, look at each other, shrug and leave the stage. They exit out the 
side door. Keep light over there so they can be seen, while the Photographer gleefully 
takes photographs. 

Slow fade to black. 

Photographer’s set up (tripod, camera, lighting rig) 
Light meter 
2 Cell phones 
Baby Jesus as a doll 
White backdrop to begin and photo lights 
Crèche (light weight to be moved by one person) 
Animals -can be 2D, or props or kids dressed as animals not real animals 
Snow 
Christmas lights to go over crèche. 
A full dinner table complete with a roasted turkey in the middle 
A full size Christmas tree, with annoying blinking colored lights 
Christmas lights hidden around the stage 
Candy Canes 
Gingerbread Houses 
Figgie Pudding 
Inflatable Snow Man 
Iron Man costume 


